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<" 2. Approach to the Iragis. The Iranians are
convinced that Irag is actively assisting Kurdish and
Arab rebels in Iran. There may well be some truth to
these assertions. Tt seems very probable that if Irag
made a serious effort to police its borders, the Iranian
rebels, especially the Kurds, would find it hard to con~
' tinue their insurrection.

As a first step we think the French and Germans
might separately engage the Iragis in discussions of
Iranian developments. The ultimate purpose of the exchange,

which might require prolonged confidence building, would
be to persuade the Iragis to reduce the pressure on the
Bazargan government.

3. Assistance to Iranian Military. The Iranians
have told us it is their policy to diversify support for
US-origin military equipment. We have replied that we
would have no objection in principle provided the arrange-
wments with Europeans were made within the framework of
our laws, regulations and policies. {(We will license
only what we ourselves would provide.) We have also
pointed out the practical problems that may arise. While
there are real impediments to the diversification of

mupport, we hope the allies will agree, that all of us

should do what we can to strengthen the Yranian military ==
WNe would like

which could be a key group in the future.
to stay in close touch with the allies in advance of these
Aevelopments in order to assure that the Iranian military
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